Criteria-based adverse drug reaction reporting and the use of a relational database.
The criteria-based ADR reporting program at Shands Hospital has been successful. When the Joint Commission reviewed this program in January 1991, they were satisfied that it met their standards. Efforts are now focusing on improving the capture of ADRs, which will make the information available from the database even more valuable. Data from Shands Hospital will contribute to postmarketing surveillance, patient care, and staff education, and these data will influence drug usage evaluations and the formulary. Observations will be used to recommend alternate therapies to prevent ADRs as well as methods to manage reactions should they occur. The listing of criteria has facilitated the reporting of ADRs at Shands Hospital, and communication of the information has been greatly enhanced by the ADR database. Efficiency has been improved as a result.